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Summer is here, school is out...but education lasts a lifetime.  

This edition of Better Together highlights the range and  

vibrancy of educational and enrichment activities taking 

place every day in our communities.  From elementary 

school tutoring to seniors rediscovering their artistic gifts,  

from kids learning money-skills to adults learning English,  

we bring you coast-to-coast stories of how education  

transforms lives, creates possibilities for the future, and  

makes communities stronger.  We are especially proud  

to bring you our feature on residents who are in college or 

are college-bound.  Read their stories on pages 2-5. 

Better Together is the national 

quarterly newsletter prepared 

by and for the network of  

communities partnered with 

the non-profit Neighborhood  

Associates Corporation.   

See back page for more  

information and to get  

involved. 
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J’dah Iman Chanel Thibeaux, 17, 

Thomas Paine Square Apartments,  

San Francisco, CA 

 
College attending: Dillard  

University, New Orleans,  

Louisiana 

 

Your major: Nursing 

 

What do you want to do after 

you graduate? I will be  

attending medical school. I 

want to become a pediatric 

nurse practitioner. 

 

Who was most helpful to you in getting into college, 

and how did they help?  My mother, who helped me 

to keep up with dates and deadlines; my PACT  

College Counselor; and my school counselor, who 

provided fee waivers for standardized tests and  

applications. 

 

What are you most looking forward to about college?  

Starting the next chapter in my life. I’m excited about 

beginning my career. 

 

What was the biggest challenge you faced in getting 

into college, and how did you overcome that  

challenge?  Deciding on colleges to apply to that 

best fit my career goals, and accepting the fact that I 

did not get into my first choice, which was Howard 

University.  But I have since realized that Dillard is a 

perfect match for me, and financial aid is also key! 

 

What activities are you planning on being involved in 

at college?  I plan to join a dance class or  

cheerleading, and maybe a sorority. 

 

What helped you most in preparing for college?   

Listening to my mom tell of her college experiences 

helped to shape my thoughts about college.  The 

Omega Boys Club College Prep Class provided me 

with information on going to college.  A very excited  

Resident Service Coordinator at Thomas Paine  

introduced me to the Black Girls Rock Leadership  

Program, which left me feeling empowered as a 

black woman. 

 

What advice do you have for other students who want 

to go to college?  Start preparing yourself early in your 

junior year by getting into SAT and ACT prep classes, 

stay on top of your academics, and stay focused. 

Nory Flores, 23,  

Buckingham Gardens,  

Arlington, VA 
 

College attending: George 

Mason University, Fairfax VA 

 

Your major: Environmental 

and Sustainability Studies 

 

What do you want to do after 

you graduate?  I’m thinking 

about graduate school. 

 

 

 

Who was most helpful to you in getting into college 

and how did they help?  Family members and the  

Buckingham Youth Brigade organization. 

 

What is the best thing about your college experience 

so far?  Participating in organizations that help out the 

community. 

 

What is the most challenging aspect of your college 

experience so far, and how are you meeting that 

challenge?  Having time to be more active on  

campus, and networking.  I have been able to do 

more on campus through volunteering and by  

interacting more with my classmates. 

 

What activities are you involved with at college or 

through your college?  I am doing an internship with 

Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment; volunteer work 

in hydroponic greenhouse and innovation food forest 

projects. 

 

What advice do you have for other students who want 

to go to college?  Time management is vital.  Stay on 

top of your work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interviews conducted by Velma Landers, Community 

Coordinator, Thomas Paine Apartments, and Delia 

Montecinos, Community Coordinator, Buckingham 

Gardens 

Our University Community: 
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Richecar Polinice, 20,  

Bradenton Village, 

Bradenton, FL 

  
College attending:  University of Central Florida [UCF], 

Orlando, Florida 

 

Your major: Medical Sciences 

 

What do you want to do after you graduate?  I will  

attend graduate school with hopes of getting into a 

dentistry program. 

 

Who was most helpful to you in getting 

into college, and how did they help 

you?  There were many people who 

contributed to me getting into school.  

Teachers and counselors assisted me. 

My mother was killed in a car wreck 

when I was 9 and I don’t have a  

relationship with my biological dad, so 

I leaned on others who are mostly  

outside of my family to help guide and 

advise me. 

 

What is the best thing about your  

college experience so far?  There are 

several things. I enjoy the culture of the 

college campus. UCF  is the third  

largest college in the country. It’s busy 

and there is always something to do.  I 

also enjoy the independence of being 

on my own.  The experience teaches personal  

responsibility.  I enjoy the challenge of the academics. 

 

What is the most challenging aspect of your college 

experience so far, and how are you meeting that 

challenge?  The work load and the rigor are  

tremendous challenge. College is like high school on 

pure adrenaline. I am on a pre-dentistry track so there 

is a lot of math and science.  The professors give large 

assignments that require a serious time commitment 

to do well. 

 

I have met the challenge by making academics a 

priority. I do not have a lot of time to socialize at this 

time. I have a small circle of friends who are focused 

on their academics as well, which helps. I meet the 

challenge by dedicating my life to my studies. 

 

What activities are you involved in at college or 

through your college?  Right now I’m not involved in a 

great deal as I wanted to focus entirely on my  

academics my first year.  I plan on joining a sorority 

down the line and a few of the professional  

organizations, but right now I’m focused on my  

academics.  

 

What helped you most in preparing for college?   

Naturally, developing good study habits while in high 

school. I also have a good handle on what are good 

social activities for me. I don’t believe in wasting a lot 

of time doing unproductive things. 

 

What advice do you have for students who want to go 

to college? 

I would say the best advice is be prepared to work 

hard. There is a significant difference in 

the expectations between college and 

high school. I think you have to be  

mentally prepared for the rigor.   

Additionally, if you try to follow up with 

what you see on movies and reality 

shows, you will not be in college long or 

you will not do well.  All the  

extracurricular fun things are truly there.  

Parties, student activities, a very busy  

social life—all exist on campus. If you are 

to do well you must do a great job of  

prioritizing and balancing your  

responsibilities. If you are going to college 

to party and hang out, don’t waste your 

time or money. Simply stay home. 

 

I am the only one of my mother’s  

children to attend college. I’m proud of that and feel 

as if I am carrying the torch for my entire family. I know 

my mother is not here but I still want to make her 

proud. After my mother died, I was in foster care and 

had a really rough time there, so I am determined to 

beat all odds, complete college, and one day  

become a dentist. I am determined. I am carrying a 

3.0 grade point average after my first year.  I know I 

can do better.  The transition to higher-level  

expectations and rigor was tough.  But I am ready for 

my sophomore year. 

 

I have brothers and sister still in Haiti, and they are  

having a difficult time.  Haiti is the poorest country in 

the western hemisphere, with a minimum wage of 

about $4 per day.  I feel blessed to be here and to 

have the opportunity to go to college.  I will not waste 

the opportunity. 

 

Interview conducted by Rodney Jones, Community 

Coordinator, Bradenton Village 

Profiles in College Life 
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NyJah Wallace, 15, 

is part of the Marion 

Barry Youth  

Leadership Institute 

in Washington, DC.  

This program was 

started and  

implemented by 

four-term DC mayor 

Marion S. Barry, and 

is dedicated to his legacy and understanding of  

educational excellence. Nyjah, who attends DC’s 

Monroe Charter School, is enterprising and has a zest 

for learning. 

 

NyJah works at the Institute after school each day, 

receiving practical, hands-on experience in  

leadership, self-development, and other important  

business skills and training that will serve her well in  

 

life. The year-long program accepts youth ages 14-

17 from a wide cross-section of ethnic, cultural, and 

economic backgrounds, reflective of the general 

population of the city. Projects that allow these  

students to demonstrate required skills include an 

opportunity to replicate the work of agencies within 

the District government; host youth who visit the  

nation’s capital from across the United States;  

develop and publish a newsletter; host a public 

speaking forum; and perform community service 

work. 

 

Through the Institute, NyJah will travel with the  

Global Kids Initiative to South Africa later this year.  

She is looking forward to learning about other  

cultures, and is ready to see the world.  Upon  

graduation, she is planning to attend New York  

University in New York City. She has a love for music 

and photography, and hopes to study psychology. 

Cheyenne Boney is a student 

at the Bell Multicultural  

Educational Campus in the 

Columbia Heights  

neighborhood of Washington, 

DC, and a resident here at 

Carver Terrace. 

 

Attending college is a dream 

of Cheyenne’s. She wants to 

attend the prestigious  

Spelman College for women in 

Atlanta, Georgia upon  

graduation from high school in 

2017. We believe that this 

dream will come true. 

 

Financing one’s college education is always a  

challenge, but Cheyenne has been blessed with a 

scholarship in the amount of $25,000 from the  

Hualapai Tribe (pronounced: wal-lah-pie), which 

means “People of the Tall Pines.” Cheyenne’s  

maternal grandmother is Hualapai. 

 

The Hualapai Tribe is located in the mountains of 

northwest Arizona. Their traditional territory is a  

108-mile stretch along the pine-clad southern side of 

the Grand Canyon and the Colorado River with the 

tribal capital located at Peach Springs. Peach 

Springs served as the inspiration for the fictional town 

of Radiator Springs in the 2006 movie Cars, which 

depicts the losses that many cities along Route 66 

faced after they were bypassed by Interstate 40. 

 

Cheyenne’s favorite subjects in school are reading 

and literature. Her love for these subjects has been 

sparked by her current literature teacher, also a 

Spelman College graduate, who required  

Cheyenne to read more and to research her  

Interests. This teacher also exposed her students to 

some plays. August Wilson’s Fences is Cheyenne’s 

favorite. 

 

Cheyenne is a good student with good grades who 

feels certain that she will be accepted to attend 

Spelman College. If she doesn’t attend there,  

another HBCU [Historically Black College and/or  

University] is in her future. Either way, she looks  

forward to leaving Washington, DC and exploring 

other cities and cultures. She just wants to learn! 

College Bound!  

High Schoolers on the Rise 

Profiles written by Karen Billett, Community Coordinator 

Carver Terrace Apartments, Washington, DC 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Canyon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colorado_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peach_Springs
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by Quincy Spruell, Community Coordinator 

Paradise at Parkside, Washington DC 

 

Last fall, the Washington Post published an article that 

recognized a surge in high school graduation rates for 

the District of Columbia, which climbed to 64% in 2015.  

(“Graduation Rates Surge for D.C. Public Schools,” The 

Washington Post, Sept. 29, 2015.)  Our youth and  

students certainly face many challenges.  However, it 

is crucial that we hear about what they are doing 

right and doing well.  As another school year ends, we 

are reminded that, behind all the 

statistics, are the faces and 

dreams of young people striving 

to make their place in the world. 

 

In this article, we want to 

acknowledge high school  

graduates from Paradise at 

Parkside, a beautiful community 

snuggled within the footprint of 

DC’s Ward 7 and the Kenil-

worth—Parkside neighborhood 

that has demonstrated its own 

brand of resilience over the 

years. Four of these graduates 

are Nyjia Williams, Tymesha 

Smith, Samana Lewis, and Alexis 

Jones. 

 

Nyjia Williams has been a  

resident of Paradise for close to 

three years now.  Needless to 

say, she’s excited about 

graduating and moving on to a 

new phase in her life. Nyjia plans 

to become a child psychologist. 

However, when asked about 

concerns relevant to the future, 

she responded: “My greatest concern is being able to 

afford the higher education I need to  succeed in 

life.” Nyjia is certainly focused on her future. “Five 

years from now, I see myself in grad school and intern-

ing somewhere concerning my major,” she says. Nyjia 

is a graduate of the Cesar Chavez Public Charter High 

School for Public Policy.  

 

Tymesha Smith has been a resident of Paradise for the 

past seven years. “I am happy, thrilled, and excited 

about graduating,” she says. Like Nyjia, Tymesha also  

 

 

wants to study psychology, and will be attending the  

University of the District of Columbia [UDC] this fall. 

“My biggest fear,” says Tymesha, “is being away from 

my mom....I want to do well in school.” When asked 

about her future and where she sees herself five years 

from now, Tymesha responds, “I see myself married, 

owning my own home, and building my career.” 

Tymesha is a graduate of the Friendship Collegiate   

Academy. 

 

Samana Lewis, also a graduate of 

Chavez High School, has been a 

resident of   Paradise all her life. “I 

felt a great sense of accomplish-

ment when I graduated,” she says. 

Samana will be attending UDC in 

the spring to study architecture. 

She plans to study there for two 

years before embarking on a 12-

year stint with the US Air Force. She 

wants to be an engineer and plans 

to start her own architecture firm in 

the distant future. Yes, Samana cer-

tainly has plans. 

 

Alexis Jones has been a resident of 

Paradise for more than 17 years. 

“The feeling of graduating was 

breathtaking – I felt a sense of  

accomplishment,” she says. She 

plans to attend Bennett College in 

Greensboro, North Carolina, where 

she will study political science and 

criminal justice. Yes, she will have a 

double major, and sees herself in 

law school five years from now. She 

is focused on the future and deter-

mined to do well. 

 

We stand with Alexis, Nyjia, Tymesha, Samana, and all 

of our community members in their pursuit of the op-

portunities education can offer. We want to wish all of 

our graduates great success—and we will be rooting 

for them as they work to accomplish their goals. 

 

Congratulations—you are the pride of Paradise! 

The Pride of Paradise: 

Congratulations to Our Graduates! 

Meet Paradise’s newest graduates: 

(clockwise from top left) Alexis Jones,  

Tymesha Smith, Samana Lewis, and  

Nyjia Williams 
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Homework Helps at Carver Terrace began in  

September 2015 out of the recognition that some of 

our younger community members needed a  

non-traditional but structured after-school  

environment. 

 

We have 12 children enrolled 

in Homework Helps, with ten 

who attend on a regular  

basis. One may think that this 

is a small number of children 

based upon the size of the 

community, which boasts 312 

apartment homes, but with 

the size of our staff—one  

full-time person, one part-time 

person, and a 2-day-a-week 

volunteer—we are able to 

make a positive impact on 

the lives of these youth. 

 

Since learning comes in many 

forms, after homework is 

done, these young residents 

play all of the old-school 

board games like Monopoly, 

pick-up sticks, Candy Land, Clue, and Scrabble. They 

do jigsaw and word puzzles, and have the  

opportunity to color and create small art and  

cooking projects, activities that they may not have 

the opportunity to do during a traditional day of 

school.  

 

Although I am not an educator, I have observed that 

students often have difficulty with phonics and with 

solving equations. To help our children with  

mathematics, we purchased multiplication flash 

cards and have students learn their times tables up 

to 12. Some of the best times that the older primary-

age children had were math challenges that they 

held after completing their homework each day. 

They organized themselves into a group, went over 

the flash cards, and then, taking turns, would write an 

equation on the board. The person who guessed the 

most correctly was the winner. 

 

To assist with the reading deficit, our students took 

turns reading a page each from one of the Nate the 

Great books. This helped all of the children with their 

reading, cadence, and enunciation. 

For Black History Month, I read short biographies to 

the group on different African Americans in history. 

Of course we all took pride in reading about our  

President and First Lady, Barack and Michelle 

Obama. From there we read about Harriet Tubman, 

George Washington Carver, and Jesse Owens.  

 

On March 14th, we celebrated National Pi Day. On 

this day they learned that pi (π) is a 

mathematical constant that has 

over 5 trillion digits.  We calculated 

the circumference of various  

circles and ended with a birthday 

party for Albert Einstein, at which 

we calculated the circumference 

of a pizza...and ate it! 

 

On May 5th, we celebrated Cinco 

de Mayo. Every year on this day, 

Mexicans in Mexico and the US  

celebrate a day of national pride: 

Mexico’s defeat of the invading 

French army in 1862. 

 

We also talked about the  

importance of the work of Cesar 

Chavez and Dolores Huerta. This 

gave me an opportunity to explain 

the existence of the Cesar Chavez 

schools here in Washington, and why 

it is important for all cultures to work together for  

safety and human rights for all. We ended by making 

traditional Mexican tissue-paper flowers. Contribute 

to this celebration of Mexican culture and pride with 

resources for your multicultural curriculum! 

 

With school rapidly coming to a close, the children 

have had little or no homework. The way that we 

ended Homework Helps for this year was to have a 

Strawberry Day. The children made strawberry  

shortcake and we ended with a strawberry haiku. It 

goes like this: 

  

 

by Karen Billett, Community Coordinator,  

Carver Terrace Apartments 

Washington, DC 

Hooray for Homework!  

A strawberry shortcake 

Juicy red berried, sweet 

and creamy 

Makes me lick my plate 
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by Delia Montecinos, Community Coordinator 

Buckingham Gardens, Arlington VA 

 

The Jr. Buckingham Youth Brigade (BYB Jr.) has had an 

exciting year so far, learning and exploring new  

topics! Meeting for a weekly workshop at Buckingham 

Gardens’ César Chávez Community Center, this 

group of energetic youth, ages 10-13, has the  

opportunity to put their creative talents to use in ways 

that build up the community. Through a diverse mix of 

workshop activities, guest speakers working with them 

on unique topics, and group challenges, the students 

strengthen their team-building skills, using positive 

communication with one another. 

 

The workshops provide them with a base to make  

better decisions, improve their self-esteem, encourage 

a sense of civic responsibility, and learn how to be 

leaders in their community.  BYB Jr. guest speaker 

workshops have included Arlington’s Car-Free Diet 

with Gabriela Atkinson and Lucia Cortes, and 

NetSmartz, an internet safety program sponsored by 

the National Center for Missing and Exploited  

Children. 

 

One of the most recent activities that BYB Jr. students 

have done is participate in a flea market.  A sense of 

community with their peers and acceptance by the 

youth coordinator bring out the best in these kids, who 

may not otherwise have such a compelling reason to 

venture out of their comfort zones. 

 

 

BYB Jr. students share their experiences: 

 

“My favorite thing about BYB Jr. is when we learn how 

to make different types of foods. One of the reasons I 

like coming to BYB Jr. is because it so much fun. What 

I've learned coming to BYB Jr. is how to bake. I was 

also part of planning and organizing the Flea Market.”  

- Jocelyn  

 

“One of my favorite things about BYB Jr. is that I can 

make new friends.  But what makes me keep coming 

back are the fun games.”  - Paola 

 

“The trips are one of my favorite things about BYB Jr.  

What I have learned coming to BYB is how to make 

friends. I also learned how to plan, organize, and sell 

at a flea market. From my experience, it was fun and 

it was exciting when you sold something.” - Kent 

 

“I like everything about BYB Jr. What I've learned  

coming to BYB Jr. is how to respect others.  I helped 

plan, organize, and sell stuff at the flea market. What I 

did was walk around and ask for donations.” - Andy 

Civic Learning and Our Young Residents 

Buckingham Youth Brigade 

members come together with 

Arlington’s Car-Free Diet to 

learn about the individual and 

collective benefits of a car-free 

lifestyle. 
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by Rodney Jones, Community Coordinator 

Bradenton Village Apartments, Bradenton, FL 
  

Every other Friday night, starting at about 7:00 p.m., 

the children of BV Nation (Bradenton Village) start to  

assemble on the large green space on 16th Avenue.  

There seems to be a little buzz in the air as the youth 

from the community help set up the sound  

equipment, projector, and the 20-foot inflatable big 

screen that will show a free family-oriented movie to 

the community.  By 7:30 p.m., Spanish ballads, the 

old-school sounds of the Isley Brothers, and music to 

make the children 

and youth bounce 

ring through BV  

Nation. It’s BV Nation 

Family Movie Night! 

 

Family Movie Night is 

a collaboration  

between Bradenton 

Village, the Moore 

Movement,   

Diamondz in the 

Ruff, and the State 

College of Florida 

[SCF].  The roughly 

$5,500 to purchase 

the equipment used 

to show the movies 

came from private donations and an award  

received via SCF’s MLK Day of Service.  

 

Family Movie Night serves several goals. Primarily we 

want to create a free, safe, fun, and educational 

experience in our own community that removes  

transportation impediments. We strive to get  

residents outside their homes to talk, socialize, and 

become closer neighbors.  So far, we would say the 

effort is a home run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The concessions at Family Movie Night are organized 

and run by the youth of the community, as part of 

the BV Nation Youth Council.  To date, the youth 

have raised about $200 that they will use to  

advance a summer kick-off pool party. The youth sell 

hot dogs, popcorn, and soft drinks.  Our cotton  

candy machine is on the way! 

 

Family Movie Night represents an opportunity to mix 

community recreation with organized educational 

skill-building for BV Nation’s young residents.  As part 

of the educational component of the BV Nation 

Family Movie 

Night, each  

student who  

desires to run 

the concessions 

will participate 

in the BIZ School 

Youth  

Entrepreneur-

ship Program.  

The program 

strives to teach 

youth how to 

start and sustain 

their own  

business.  The 

program  

teaches  

business planning, pricing, marketing, and sales 

techniques.  Our goal is not to just have fun, but to 

equip our young with skills and tools that one day, 

we hope, will improve their quality of life. 

 

We average between 60 and 100 residents and 

neighbors per showing.  The audience is not limited 

to the residents of BV Nation—the entire community 

is welcome. We take movie suggestions from the 

community. We have watched Selma and a series 

of cartoons, most recently Zootopia, which  

presented a strong motivational message to all 

members of the community. 

 

So if you are ever here on a Friday night and want to 

enjoy a free, structured, safe, family-oriented  

activity, please join us.  Everyone is welcome in BV 

Nation!  It’s our community; it’s our solution; it’s our 

future! 
 

And don’t forget to support our budding  

entrepreneurs as well! 
 

Family Movie Night mixes  

community recreation 

with 

organized educational  

skill-building for young  

residents. 

Lights, Camera, Fundraising! 
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by Lottie Sneed, Barclay Community Builder, Strong City Baltimore 

 

Joseph Scott and Celia Jackson are two teens who 

have stepped up to take an active lead in the Barclay 

neighborhood. Celia, a 2016 graduate of Frances M. 

Wood High School, started her journey with us last 

summer. She attended a BIZ Camp and received a $200 

award for her catering business concept. Celia was  

featured in the March Funeral Home annual calendar 

for 2016, which focused on young entrepreneurs. 

   

Joseph, a junior at Reginald F. Lewis High School, has 

been adopted in our community; he has extended  

relationships in the here and began attending our teen 

leadership sessions. Joseph led our team as it visited  

other jurisdictions to see their youth recreation offerings.  

The youth team reported back to the community, and 

their energy became the catalyst for efforts which  

resulted in a grant for improvements to our local  

recreation center. 

   

Both Celia and Joseph were sponsored by community 

leaders and groups for a tour of ten Historically Black Colleges and Universities this spring; Joseph was voted 

the “most engaged student” on the tour. Celia is planning to continue her educational endeavors. 

by Caprice Casson, Community Coordinator,  

Bass Circle, Washington, DC 

 

I have had the opportunity to coach elementary, middle, 

and high school track, and have held the Phelps High 

School track and field head coach position for two years. 

I inform every athlete on the team that I wear my mother 

hat first. I require three-to-four days of practice per week. 

However, if there’s an academic need, you are excused, 

because Ds and below are not acceptable. I inform my 

student athletes that I have more than a handful of  

academic resources if any of them are in need of  

additional help. I request to see all progress reports to  

ensure that the track team members’ academics stay 

the top priority. 

 

The bar is set high to be a student athlete at Phelps High 

School. I have consistent communication with the team 

captain, but every athlete has my contact number to reach out at any time. In December 2015, the track 

team athletes and their parents were invited to a dinner to meet and greet the coaches and to ensure that 

everyone was clear on the expectations of the Phelps track and field program. We are currently a young 

team, building around a few star athletes. My girls have requested for me to return. It’s an enjoyable  

experience to be a part of the growth of our youth. 

Teen Leadership Shines at North Barclay Green 

Joseph Scott (left), Lottie Sneed (left-center), and  
Celia Jackson (right-center) join Will Holman of Open 
Works (right) on a tour of a new creative workspace  

coming to the Barclay neighborhood this fall.  

Education and Athletics: Setting the Bar High 

Caprice Casson (back row, center) with members of the 

Phelps High School track and field team. 
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by Delia Montecinos, Community Coordinator,  

Buckingham Gardens, Arlington, VA 

 

Every Thursday evening, Buckingham Gardens (BG) 

residents come together to learn English at the Cesár 

Chávez Community Center.  The Center is located at 

the property, which makes it convenient for many  

residents to attend the class. In a survey conducted 

by BU-GATA, many BG tenants expressed interest in 

having English as a Second Language [ESOL] classes 

on-site. We made their request a reality! When classes 

started, the teachers asked about students’ interest in 

learning English. The students responded that their jobs 

require them to communicate in English with other 

employees and/or customers. They also want to be 

able to communicate with bank tellers, and just to be 

able to speak with non-Spanish speakers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students who regularly attend English classes shared 

their experiences:  

 

"I come because I want to learn more English. What I 

also like about English classes are the teachers. 

They know how to teach the class and I think 

they are doing a great job. I have been  

coming to this class for a while now and I can 

say I have learned a lot." - Juana 

  

"The reason I come is to learn how to speak 

and communicate with others in English. I also 

enjoy the class because you can tell that the 

teachers enjoy and love to teach here.  Since I 

been in this class I’ve learned how to  

pronounce English words." - Jose 

  

"I come because I want to learn how to speak 

English. What I like about the class is that I am 

able to get a better understanding of the  

language and learn how to speak it correctly.  

I’ve learned how to pronounce the words better, 

which boosted my confidence because I used to be  

 

 

 

scared to pronounce words in English. Now that I 

know the right pronunciation, I am not scared to 

speak it.”  - Hector 

 

One of the best parts of the English class is that it has 

amazing teachers who enjoy teaching ESOL. These 

teachers express their experiences in English class in a 

positive light… 

 

“I have been an elementary teacher, a teacher of 

nurses, and a teacher for diabetic patients. My  

father’s family were all teachers. I enjoy teaching  

students who want to learn and are excited about 

learning. These students want an opportunity to  

improve their ability to communicate better, to get a 

better job, to better understand their bosses, to talk 

with their doctors and their children’s teachers, and 

many other reasons. Some English teaching programs 

have students who speak many different languages, 

but I wanted to concentrate on Spanish speakers. The 

students are excited and eager to learn, and we 

have a lot of fun.” - Susan 

 

“My goal is to try to help people who have hard jobs 

or who are forming a new life in this county. I think of 

how I would feel if I had to go to another country and 

learn the language. I think I wouldn't be able to learn. 

I have done this work with the Arlington Education 

and Employment Program. I like teaching [at  

Buckingham] because I feel that the students are  

progressing. The best part is when you hear from the 

students that they have learned something.” - Fred 

Learning English Together 

Buckingham ESOL students Juana 

(left), Jose (center), and Hector (right). 
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Better Together is honored to reprint this feature article about the 

artistic achievements of three generations of residents now living in 

the Robert S. Jervay Place community in Wilmington, NC.  Their story 

testifies to the power of art and arts education to kindle creativity 

and strengthen family ties.  Text and photos by Hilary Snow of the 

online newspaper Port City Daily, reprinted with permission.   

 

For Elma Cosley, art is not something you pursue. It’s  

something that finds you.  “It’s like a magnet,” she said.  So, it’s no 

surprise that, although Cosley has put her talent to the side many 

times throughout her life, it always finds its way back. 

 

Most recently, it was thanks to her 12-year-old grandson, Jemerit 

Roberts. Jemerit—a longtime art student at DREAMs of Wilmington—

along with his grandmother and his mother, Toccara Bellamy, are 

all featured in the exhibit, “A Family of Dreams,” now on display at 

the Arts Council of Wilmington and New Hanover County’s ACES 

Gallery. “He really encouraged me to get back on it,” Cosley said 

of Jemerit. “You know, I had put my pencil down for a little bit.” 

 

The multi-generational exhibit came about when DREAMs of Wil-

mington—which offers free arts courses to area youth in need—

approached Bellamy’s husband, Jarrell, about featuring Jemerit in 

 

 

 

an upcoming exhibit. The 

rising eighth-grader at Myrtle 

Grove Middle School has 

been taking comic art,  

drawing, painting, pottery 

and printmaking classes 

through Dreams for four 

years.  “My husband said, 

‘you know, my wife and her 

mother can draw, too,'”  

Bellamy recalled. “So, he 

kind of put the idea out 

there.” 

 

Still, seeing a bit of herself in 

Jemerit—who said he 

“always knew” he was an 

artist—Bellamy has always 

encouraged her son to  

explore and improve on his 

abilities.  “I have all his work 

in preschool still—he was 

drawing pictures of Barney 

and things like that. I was 

amazed,” Bellamy said.  Like 

her mother before her,  

Bellamy discovered her own 

skills in high school. But, as 

often happens, life and 

motherhood pushed artwork 

to the back burner for many 

years. 

 

And both Bellamy and Cosley have been amazed by the passion 

for art Jemerit—and the exhibit—have reignited in them.  “A Family 

of Dreams” highlights Jemerit’s knack for creative takes on some 

famous faces—Martin Luther King, Jr. and NBA star Kevin Durant, 

among them—some sketched with his signature style of licking a 

finger and smudging the pencil lead to create shading. 

 

For their parts, Bellamy mostly picked older work, Bellamy showcas-

ing her ultra-vivid, almost watercolor-like colored pencil drawings of 

family, with a hip homage to R&B singer Mary J. Blige thrown in the 

mix.  A prolific Cosley churned out new pieces focused on black 

history that run the gamut from poet Maya Angelou to rapper Big-

gie Smalls.  “I whipped these up 

real quick. I wish I could do what 

she does with colored pencil,” 

Cosley said of her daughter. “But I 

seem to do better with charcoal 

for some reason.” 

 

While Bellamy’s work in the exhibit 

is years old, sorting through her 

past creations has gotten her 

wanting to finish up unfinished old 

projects and get started on some 

new ones. It’s gotten Cosley moti-

vated, too, to keep at it.  “I didn’t 

think I could jump back to where I 

used to be, but I did—like riding a 

bike, one foot at a time,” Cosley 

noted. 

 

Although he also has aspirations of being an athlete, Jemerit said 

has no plans of slowing down, artistically speaking.  And as he 

keeps sketching, his mother and grandmother—whom he has 

thanked for his talent—will be right there beside him. 

Drawn Back In: Mother, Grandmother Rediscover Art through Child’s Creations 

Jemerit Roberts (center); his mother, Toccara Bellamy (left); 
and his grandmother, Elma Cosley (right), are featured in a  

multi-generational art exhibit. 

Jemerit’s work includes this pencil-and-ink rendering of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Bellamy works primarily with  

colored pencils, creating vivid 

family portraits. 

Biggie Smalls is among the  
subjects Cosley chose, under 
the theme of black history, 

for her charcoal installation. 



 

Education Tips and FAQs 
 

This issue of Better Together showcases the many 

paths that one can travel toward educational  

success.  But there are many challenges on that 

path, and it is not always easy to get good infor-

mation.  We hope that the stories in this issue provide 

ideas and inspiration for you to find out what re-

sources can best help to expand educational op-

portunities for you, your family, and your neighbors.  

Here are a couple of Frequently Asked Questions 

that may be useful to you and those you know. 

 

How can I learn more about the financial aid  

application process for making college more  

affordable? 

 

School guidance counselors are a vital source of 

information on this topic.  Also: the federal  

government is the key to many kinds of financial  

assistance.  To be eligible for federal aid, you must 

complete the Free Application for Federal Student 

Aid.  The US Department of Education has a website 

to help with filling out the FAFSA: https://

studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa 

 

What are the best resources for learning more about 

educational opportunities in my area? 

 

Your community.  Talk with your neighbors about: 

 

 major issues facing your local school system; 

 adult/continuing education classes; 

 enrichment programs that will benefit the entire 

community; 

 organizations that offer scholarships.  
 

We go from there, together. 

Neighborhood Associates Corporation (NAC) partners with communities to help inspire and 

create the kind of social organizations and networks that sustain communities over the long 

term. We work directly in 10 beautiful communities across the country, where a system of core 

values–civility, livelihood, education, health, housing, green living, cultural leadership, and  

democracy–serve as guiding points for building community sustainability through the power 

of association.  We are “Better Together”! 

Excel lence Corner  

Adults, youth, and children alike: Please 

send us a profile of a fellow community 

member who practices excellence at 

school, in a skill, at work, or at being a won-

derful neighbor so we can feature it in the 

Excellence Corner. 
 

STORYTELLERS  AND WRITERS  

Better Together seeks to share stories and 

news of significance and relevance to the 

individuals and families residing in communi-

ties across the country.  We are interested in 

your stories, story ideas, visuals, photos, 

news, and updates on community events.  

We also welcome your comments and 

feedback on Better Together. Write to us at: 

 

newsletter@neighborhoodassociates.org 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATES  

CORPORATION 
 

President:  Dr. Bobby Austin   

Executive Director:  Gloria Cousar 
 

EDITORIAL  TEAM  

Contact  Us  
Neighborhood Associates Corporation 

1101 30th St NW, Fourth Floor 

Washington, DC 20007 

(202) 333-8447 

contact@neighborhoodassociates.org 

www.facebook.com/

BetterTogetherNewsletter 

www.neighborhoodassociates.org 

Karen Billett Quincy Spruell 

Rodney Jones Alex Bain 

Velma Landers Alicia Durfee 

The NAC Communities are: Barclay - Midway & Old Goucher, Baltimore, MD; Bass Circle Apts., Washington, DC; Bradenton Village Apts., Bradenton, FL; 

Buckingham Village Apts., Arlington, VA; Carver Terrace Apts., Washington, DC; City View Park, Louisville, KY; East Hills, Pittsburgh, PA;  

Paradise at Parkside Apts., Washington, DC; Robert S. Jervay Place, Wilmington, NC; and Thomas Paine Square Apts., San Francisco, CA. 


