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BLACK L IVES MATTER:   

The S t ruggle to  Make Amer ica a Bet ter  

P lace  

 Above:  A man at Paradise at Parkside community going about his day. 

by Quincy Spruell, Paradise at Parkside Community Coordinator 

For many, the 1965 voting rights act was a huge step for Afri-

can-Americans in the struggle for equality. In a country 

weighed down by a long history of slavery and oppression, 

the 1965 voting rights act came from a movement that sug-

gested—more than 60 years ago—that “Black Lives Mat-

tered.” Most historians refer to it as the Black Power or Civil 

Rights movement.  In this regard, the United States was 

forced to expand its political process and factor in the voices 

of those who formerly did not enjoy equal rights in the eyes of 

the law. The election of Barak Obama in 2008—the nation’s 

first Black president—and a host of other elected Black offi-

cials before him, emerged from that early movement. 

Today, approximately 50 years after the voting rights act, the 

Black Lives Matter  move- (story continued page 2) 



 

 

(continued from page 1)  -ment was born from the 

same type of social injustice and inequality that 

moved our parents and grandparents during the 

1950s and 60s.  Whether it’s Emit Till, Trayvon Martin, 

or Freddie Gray; whether it’s Black Codes or Stand 

Your Ground laws, the collective conscience of 

America has always been shouting, “Black Lives 

Matter.” This struggle is ongoing. 

For some of the residents of Paradise at Parkside—

a 653 unit housing community in Northeast DC—

their lives involve a range of challenges that are 

certainly connected to the Black Lives Matter 

movement.  

Like many urban communities across America, 

some of those challenges are related to employ-

ment, education, and safety—areas of life where 

African-Americans suffer disproportionately. 

When asked about the Black Lives Matter move-

ment, Mr. Denny, a 35-year resident of Paradise at 

Parkside, responded, “We need to come together 

rather than destroy each other.” Despite Mr. Den-

ny’s three-year long search for work, he maintains 

a vision of community unity.  Unemployment is a 

real battle, but Mr. Denny has not given up on the 

power of civic engagement; he votes and be-

lieves that it’s a way to possibly “make the world a 

better place.”  

Ms. Lakisha Bryant, another resident of Paradise at 

Parkside, also agreed that the Black Lives Matter 

movement and voting are important; however, 

her immediate concerns are the safety of neigh-

borhood children and the upcoming building of a 

new playground at Paradise in the Spring.  

The Black Lives Matter movement and voting are 

both important elements of the struggle to make 

America a better place. Freddie Gray’s life was no 

less valuable or important than any other youth’s. 

You never know what potential a person has to 

bring about change and make a difference in the 

lives of others.  Fortunately, this spirit is alive at Par-

adise at Parkside, for both Mr. Denny and Lakisha 

believe that greater things are possible. We’re all 

riding a wave of hope and belief. Let’s make sure 

we vote because black lives do matter.  

Make your voice heard! 

“We need to come together rather than destroy each other.” 

Voter Suppression Alive and Well in Florida 
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By Rodney Jones, Bradenton Village Community 

Coordinator 

Florida is known for its pleasant year-round sunny 

climate, white sand beaches, and tourist attrac-

tions that can satisfy the adventurous spirit of al-

most any native or tourist.  Many feel that the cli-

mate, culture, and second home of Mickey and 

Minnie Mouse are beautiful in many ways, but in 

some aspects it is very reminiscent of a Deep 

South culture that many wish no longer existed.  

For example, voter suppression appears to be 

alive in well in the State of Florida. 

By definition, voter suppression is a strategy to in-

fluence the outcome of an election by discourag-

ing or preventing people from exercising their right 

to vote.  Allegations of voter suppression have 

been rampant since the year 2000 in Florida.  

Scholarly research and Federal Court rulings have 

shown that in multiple cases allegations of voter 

suppression were valid. Strategies for voter sup-

pression include reduced voting hours, voter roll 

purges, and voter registration restrictions.    

Former state party leaders have admitted that 

voter suppression has been the goal of many of 

the mandates coming from the state.  In 2013, da-

ta analysis by the Orlando Sentinel indicated that 

over 200,000 voters did not vote in 2012 because 

the lines were too long.  In Miami Dade County, 

hundreds of voters reported to election officials 

they had to wait more than 6 hours in line to vote.  

One Florida resident reported that he was in the 

line before the 7 p.m. closing of the polls and did 

not get vote until 1:30 a.m.  The long waits to vote 

came after precincts were closed in primarily  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Election
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffrage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffrage


 

 

Vot ing i s  an express ion of  hope  

by Velma Landers, Community Coordinator at 

Thomas Paine Square, San Francisco 

The right to vote is one of the most cherished rights 

in the United States and the basis of our democrat-

ic form of government. 

Despite the fact that African Americans and other 

minority Americans are guaranteed the right to 

vote by the 15 Amendment to the United States 

Constitution, states and local municipalities contin-

ue to use tactics to stop people from casting free 

and unfettered ballots. 

Many Black voters now ask:  “What is the point?  

We made history with the election of President 

Obama and still do not see change.”  Not even a 

black president was able to heal places still 

gripped by violence, drugs and joblessness.  They 

are disillusioned and they do not understand the 

importance of their vote.  34 percent of nonvoters 

are younger than 30 years old, and the vast major-

ity is younger than 50 years old.  Nonvoters often 

do not understand the process, are less educated, 

less affluent (with family incomes less than $30,000 

per year), or have been raised to believe that vot-

ing was not important.  To make matters worse, in 

some areas, barriers were put in place to make it 

as inconvenient as possible to vote, including long 

waits, strict ID laws and the potential for increased 

use of provisional ballots among minorities.   

Voting is an expression of hope, a belief that a citi-

zen’s input into the system will yield social divi-

dends.  Politicians rarely offer disillusioned citizens 

reasons for optimism.  Lacking hope, those voters 

don’t show up at the polls because they believe 

nothing politicians say or do makes life better for 

them.  In America, it is hard to be a good citizen if 

you are poor, ignored, or abused.  Life is just too 

hard to worry about lofty issues such as public poli-

cies and partisan political intrigue.  However, these 

difficulties only make casting a vote all the more 

important. 

(Continued page 6, see green column entitled 

“Reasons to vote in this next election”) 

minority and poor communities. 

Voting roll purges have been rampant.  Accord-

ing to the Brennan Center for Justice, in 2000, 

12,000 eligible voters—a number twenty-two times 

larger than George W. Bush’s 537 vote triumph 

over Al Gore—were wrongly identified as convict-

ed felons and purged from the voting rolls in Flori-

da. 

 The Rolling Stone magazine noted “The latest 

purge comes on the heels of a trio of new voting 

restrictions passed by Florida Republicans last 

year, disenfranchising 100,000 previously eligible 

ex-felons who'd been granted the right to vote 

under GOP Governor Charlie Crist in 2008.” 

In 2010, Florida generated a list of 182,000 individ-

uals suspected of being non-citizens to be re-

moved from voting rolls. The suspected citizens 

were sent a letter stating that they had 30 days to 

respond to the letter or be removed from the vot-

ing roll.  It did not account for citizens moving or 

other factors.  The first batch of letters that were 

sent out produced startling inaccuracies.  20 per-

cent of the citizens on the list for Miami Dade were 

misidentified as non-citizens.   

Closer to home, Carmen, a 3-year resident of 

Bradenton Village community in Bradenton, Flori-

da, stated that while her right to vote was initially 

restored by former Governor Charlie Christ, it was 

then stripped four years later.  Speaking of casting 

her vote in 2008, she described that “It was a 

great day for me to vote after so many years of 

not being able to vote.  I had a chance to actual-

ly cast my vote for President Obama.”  However, 

when Carmen returned to the polls in 2012 for the 

presidential election, she discovered that her 

rights had been stripped by the current governor.  

She states she felt as if her rights have been violat-

ed as she has paid her debt to society, and 

should not continue to be penalized. 

There have been numerous efforts to repeal some 

of the new legislation by such organizations as the 

League of Women Voters, Rock the Vote, the Na-

tional Association for the Advancement of Col-

ored People, and the Florida Public Interest Re-

search Group Education Fund.  These groups 

have brought litigation and direct action against 

the state with some success. 

In closing, while the sun shines brightly upon Flori-

da, true equality and opportunity have a long 

way to go.  Voter equality must exist if all citizens 

are to have a voice.   
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Background photograph courtesy of Theresa Thompson, Flickr 2008 

http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2012/05/28/491120/how-florida-governor-rick-scott-could-steal-the-election-for-mitt-romney/
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2012/05/28/491120/how-florida-governor-rick-scott-could-steal-the-election-for-mitt-romney/
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/the-gop-war-on-voting-20110830
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/the-gop-war-on-voting-20110830


 

 

The Evolution of Determination 
by Octavais Brown, friend of Caprice Casson. 

Caprice is Bass Circle Community Coordinator 

in Washington, DC. 

In the beginning, you take whatever opportuni-

ties that open themselves up to you. Every door 

and window is an option when you work in a 

world of uncertainty; no rock is left unturned 

when you’re seeking to meet 

the needs of those who ex-

pect nothing but your best at 

all times, even when you’re 

going through your worst. 

Twenty-hour work days, seven 

days a week, through rain, 

sleet, hail, and snow can 

seem a bit intense to some. 

But a smile or a “thank you”—

as small as they may seem—

coming from a child is all the 

motivation needed to contin-

ue. Continue to do what?  

You may ask. Well, I’ll tell you: 

You continue to wake up 

every day with the purpose of 

helping others regardless of 

how much it requires; you continue to be a sup-

port to families in your community because you 

see and feel the need there; and you continue 

to grow for the sake of taking others with you 

when you’ve reached the top of the mountain. 

You are determined, despite fear, obstacles, or 

sheer lack of energy. Your determination can-

not be deterred, it can only be molded into 

something more. 

That “more” would be Caprice Casson’s unwa-

vering dedication to her community and the 

people who reside in it. Before the days of the 

NFL, board meetings, parent groups, Girl 

Scouts, and directing community centers was 

her mentorship; and the one 

and only person who could 

tell Caprice Casson what to 

do was Cheryl Butler! As a 

mentor, Cheryl taught hard 

lessons and loved even hard-

er, and it was her love of 

sports, specifically track and 

field, that brought it all home 

for Caprice. Cheryl encour-

aged Caprice not to coach, 

but to take on sports as a 

whole. This involved advocat-

ing for the need for track and 

field at the elementary level 

in our district schools, to at-

tending meeting after meet-

ing, being the voice we 

needed on this side of town, and to walk the 

walk—no talk necessary. One could see the 

changes taking place in Caprice, the leader 

rising up and answering the call. However, 

what was even more impressive was the fact 

that she didn’t try to do it all herself;  she sur-

rounded herself with like-minded people to  

Top:  The JC Nalle Elementary Outdoor Track Team for 2011 to 2012, in Washington, DC 

Above:  Caprice Casson captured on TV in 2015 while working as an Instant Reply Field Communicator for the 

NFL.   
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help drive the mission, realizing that it takes a 

village to raise a child, and that we all have a 

hand in how that child turns out. 

Sadly, and far too soon, Caprice would lose 

her mentor to a swift battle with 

cancer. One moment Cheryl 

Butler was leading and showing 

her the way, and in the next, we 

were looking for Caprice to take 

over and be not just like 

Ms. Butler, but maybe even 

more.   Caprice had the capa-

bility to ensnare and capture 

you with her visions for the future. 

It was her passion for life, for in-

clusion, and for equality that led 

her to start and lead the Home 

School Association out of JC 

Nalle Elementary School, then 

the Girl Scouts, and so on. From 

the loss of Cheryl Butler arose de-

termination from Caprice Cas-

son like no other. It was at that 

point that she realized just how 

short and unpredictable this life 

could be and that though you 

couldn’t be prepared for every 

pitfall, twist, and turn, you could 

be prepared to meet every one 

of them head-on. Using that de-

termination as a tool is very ef-

fective when you know what it is 

you want and you know how to 

get it. The hardest part is always 

getting those around you to feel 

the same way. How do you get 

everyone on board with your 

plan? You rally! A call to rally is 

what we do when we want peo-

ple to take up our cause and 

act on our behalf. When I met 

Caprice, I never imagined that a 

rally of “ONE” could be so pow-

erfully loud; yet, so tactful that 

one could not help but be 

drawn to her cause like a moth to a flame. 

“You should always surround yourself with like-

minded people. I need people who are going 

to do,” she said. I asked, “Do what?” I was not 

quite prepared for what she told me, but she 

responded, “Whatever it takes!”  So yeah, that 

was a bit of a broad description when you’re 

trying to meet deadlines, coordinate events 

and programs, or simply trying to engage and 

recruit parents to join your 

group. I quickly learned that 

“whatever it takes” meant not 

backing down in the face of 

opposition, being ready to 

speak up for what was right 

and right now, and knowing 

that when you did, you had a 

team of parents willing and 

waiting to come to rally at your 

side. 

Caprice Casson is the epitome 

of determination, and her evo-

lution from volunteer to coach, 

to athletic director, to official, 

to coordinator, to professional 

working for the National Foot-

ball League have all been but 

stepping stones for her greatest 

of callings; service to children 

and families. Amidst the pletho-

ra of family programming, 

school events, sporting events, 

coached games, and summer 

track meets she’s attended to, 

Caprice has made it her per-

sonal mission to take care of 

the unseen and the unspoken 

needs of the families in her 

community and surrounding 

area. Through Girl Scouts, men-

toring, providing volunteer ser-

vice hours, conditioning, and 

support Casson has opened 

doors for a number of families 

and children to more than just 

exist, for she has also helped 

them thrive. She has shown us 

that determination is not just a 

mind-set, but a condition, a 

mode of being, an existing state in which we 

are determined to make more out of this life 

than what has been given to us.  
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before and after a performance in 2015.  The team has been stepping for four years. 



 

 

Barc lay Workshops  
by Lottie Sneed, Barclay Community Builder, Strong 

City Baltimore  

North Barclay Green Hosts 2-Day CAP Pop-Up Cen-

ter in Barclay 

Baltimore City’s Community Action Partnership 

(CAP) brought their services to North Barclay 

Green’s (NBG) community center for two days in 

November from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  The doors 

were open to residents to receive information and 

assistance and the goal was to address topics and 

needs relevant to the neighborhood.  Each morning 

a team arrived to provide workshops on money and 

financial management, eating healthy, smart shop-

ping, and HIV/AIDS prevention and free testing.    

Direct services offered included energy assistance, 

water bill discounts, fuel assistance, and weatheriza-

tion.  There was also a representative from Strong 

City Baltimore’s Housing Upgrades to Benefit Sen-

iors (HUBS) program which assists seniors with home 

repairs and providing safety supports in the 

home.  Miss Minnie, an NBG resident was so excited 

about the immediate response to their needs, and 

she was pleased that “everyone was so nice and 

they looked like they really enjoyed their 

work.”   Over the two day period, 52 Barclay resi-

dents were served. 

Financial Literacy Series:  Homeownership, Credit 

and Debt, and Saving 

North Barclay Green hosted a series of financial liter-

acy workshops, with training provided by Neighbor-

hood Housing Services of Baltimore.  The series were 

well attended, and we had a full house for the 

homeowners workshop.  People were provided em-

powering information; many got very excited about 

the possibility of owning their homes. 

The second event was a 2-day series hosted by Mar-

yland Cash Campaign.  The first workshop focused 

on budgeting and savings.  Residents participated 

in interactive conversation which allowed them to 

look at how and where they spent their mon-

ey.  They were challenged to find expenses which 

could be converted to savings. 

The follow-up session on credit and debt was time-

ly.  Many voiced in the homeowners workshop that 

they needed to repair credit and pay off old 

bills.  Through role playing of life situations, partici-

pants were able to see how easy it is to “slip into 

debt”.  In order to come out of such situa-

tions, participants were challenged to change 

spending behaviors and to monitor their debt. 
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(continued from page 3)  

Reasons to vote in this next election: 

Earlier generations fought and died for this 

right.  It took the passage of three constitu-

tional amendments; the 14th, 15th, and 24th 

before all Black Americans could freely vote 

in the United States. 

Blacks are an important voting bloc.  Black 

voter turnout in 2012 was nearly 70%, this is 

attributed to President Barack Obama’s 

name on the ballot. 

Ferguson, Baltimore, Chicago, New York – 

we need to start asking candidates ques-

tions about issues that impact our communi-

ties instead of just offering our votes without 

demanding anything in return. 

Everything to gain and much to lose, the 

fear is disparities in the Black community 

such as housing, unemployment, education 

and health could worsen. 

Fighting against embedded apathy, there 

are some Blacks who subscribe to the “they 

don’t feel like their vote counts” theory and 

will not vote in any election, this only perpet-

uates the issue and in order to change that, 

African Americans simply have to vote. 
The strongest way to show your power is to 

VOTE! 

Above:  Participants during the recent two-day 

CAP workshop in the Barclay community, 



 

 

by Deborah Todd, City View Park Community 

Coordinator 

Every year in December, City View Park commu-

nity in Louisville, KY holds a Holiday Decorating 

Contest.  First started by a local business from 

the neighborhood, the community made the 

contest into a tradition and has taken over the 

organizing of it ever since.  The residents enjoy it, 

and the prize money comes in handy at Christ-

mas time. 

This year, the contest was held on December 11, 

and three winners from each of City View Park’s 

three courts; Chestnut, Walnut, and Acorn, were 

named, along with an overall winner.  Prizes for 

third to first place ranged from $25 to $100, and 

the overall winner also received $100. 

Congratulations to:  Chestnut: 1st place winner 

Kim Young, 2nd place winner Mari  Nelson, and 

3rd place winner Chantelle Todd. Walnut's win-

ners were 1st place Joyce McAtee, 2nd place 

Shanette Jones, and 3rd place Whitney White. 

Acorn's 1st place winner Marissa Lindon, 2nd 

place was Linda Johnson, and 3rd place Irina 

Wright.  Hats off to our overall winner Ms. G. Ste-

phenson of 919 Chestnut. 

by Claudia Wells, Vice President East Hills Resi-

dent Development Corporation Resident Coun-

cil  

The East Hills Community Fun Fest 2015 was held 

on September 16, 2015. It was a very beautiful 

sunny day, a day of unity. Along with the resi-

dents, we partnered this year with our local Pitts-

burgh Zone 5 police department. It was a day 

that the residents and the children interacted 

with law enforcement and our community secu-

rity. The officers made themselves available, tak-

ing time out of their busy daily schedule to come 

and be a part of this great annual community 

event.  

We saw officers playing football, playing games, 

and doing art cart activities with the children. 

They were feeding the animals with the kids at 

our yearly petting zoo. The kids loved that. When 

the police interacted with our teens they were 

talking laughing and having such a great time. 

It was such a wonderful feeling seeing the resi-

dents and the children enjoying a day of unity 

with our local law enforcement. The children 

played in the giant bouncy house. Pony rides 

were the children’s favorite.  

Many games and wonderful prizes from stuffed 

animals to gift cards for the children and adults 

were given away. The music was great and very 

relaxing. Residents took to the grills with great 

team work, grilling hamburgers, hot dogs, and 

kielbasa sandwiches—all free for those that at-

tended. Cotton candy popcorn filled the air with 

such yummy smells, while icy balls, cold drinks, 

and juices cooled you down on that hot summer 

day. Face painting was one of the children’s fa-

vorite activities, and Mike the balloon man 

made such funny hats and things out of balloon 

for both the adults and the kids. The wonderful 

canvas painting contest was the residents’ num-

ber 1 favorite this year! Such beautiful pictures 

were painted by the residents who participated. 

Our resident Community Pastor and faithful pray-

er tent was available for anyone who wanted a 

prayer or needed to talk to someone. It was such 

an exciting, fun-filled day. The residents really re-

laxed and enjoyed meeting other residents and 

coming together as a community united in love. 

We cannot wait for another fun fest next year! 

Hol iday Decorat ing  

Contest  

East Hills  

Community Fun Fest  
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Above:  ‘Christmas Lights’ (2010), courtesy of Andrew 

Wilkinson, Flickr 
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EDI TORIAL TEAM 

Excellence Corner 

Adults, youth, and children alike:  Please send us a 

profile of a fellow community member who prac-

tices excellence at school, in a skill, at work, or at 

being a wonderful neighbor so we can feature it 

above in the Excellence Corner. 

Meet Mrs. Alden Jeffries 
A North Barclay Green Standout 

by Lottie Sneed, Barclay Community Builder, Strong City Bal-

timore  

Mrs. Alden Jeffries is “on fire for the children” of the com-

munity.  Mr. Harris, Community Coordinator for Barclay 

community in Baltimore, knows that first hand.  When 

Mrs. Jeffries has an idea, she is not going to stop until it is 

done.  Coming off the success of a wonderful Harvest 

Festival, she packed the house, recruited volunteers, and 

sought the support of local businesses. There were 

games, dress-ups for the occasion, and food galore.    

This photo was taken as Mrs. Jeffries and Mr. Harris worked 

on the next holiday fun day for the children.  Again, 

Mrs. Jeffries has a plan; she sat with Mr. Harris to write 

sponsorship letters and then headed out to make the ap-

peals.  We know that it will be a great event.  We salute 

the commitment and devotion of Mrs. Jeffries.  North Bar-

clay Green rocks! 

STORYTELLERS  AND WRITERS 

The goal of this newsletter is to share stories 

and news of significance and relevance to 

the individuals and families residing in com-

munities across the country.  If you would like 

to share a story or write an article for this 

newsletter, or if you would like to advertise an 

upcoming community event, please send us 

an email at newsletter@neighborhoodassociates.org 

Neighborhood Associates Corporation (NAC) partners with communities to help inspire and create the 

kind of social organizations and networks that sustain long-term community investment and develop-

ment (business); our impact is currently being felt in 10 beautiful communities across the country, 

where a system of core values–civility, livelihood, education, health, housing, green living, cultural 

leadership, and democracy–serve as guiding points for long-term community sustainability (values). 


